SOUTHERN JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina

GEORGIA JUVENILE JUSTICE PROCESS

l

COMPLAINT
Citizen or
Law Enforcement Investigation

TEMPORARY DETENTION OR
RELEASE TO
PARENTS/ GUARDIAN

e

SUPERIOR COURT JURISDICTION
PROSECUTORIAL DISCRETION
No Juvenile Court Jurisdiction

Juveniles 13-17 who have committed
one of the “Seven Deadly Sins:”
Murder, Rape, Armed Robbery with a
firearm, Aggravated Child Molestation,

DETENTION/ PROBABLE CAUSE

HEARING

Only if detained. Must be held within
72 hours if detained or

48 hours if no arrest warrant.

Youth have the same right to bail as

adults.

Aggravated Sodomy, Aggravated Sexual

Battery, and Voluntary Manslaughter.

PETITION FILED

INFORMAL ADJUSTMENT
Diversion to alternative programs.
Probation officer may monitor child.
Discretion to proceed to
adjudication is retained until
program completion.

TRANSFER HEARING
A Juvenile Court hearing to
consider transfer of the
proceedings if the Child is
over 13 and the crime is
punishable by death or life
imprisonment.

By anyone with knowledge of facts.

Within 72 hours if detained or, if not

detained, within 30 days of receipt of
complaint.

CRIMINAL
PROCEEDINGS
IN SUPERIOR
COURT
Trial as Adult

ADJUDICATION
If child is detained it must be within 10

DISMISSAL

days of when petition is filed or within
60 days if not detained.
Court finds whether allegations in
petition are true beyond a reasonable
doubt.

Charges dismissed

PREDISPOSITION INVESTIGATION
Court may schedule disposition on a later
date to allow time to investigate
appropriate placements or outcomes.

DISPOSITION HEARING

If youth is detained no more than 30 days after
adjudication. Judge decides outcome of case.

90 DAY SHORT COMMITMENT TO PROBATION RESTITUTION/ OTHER
TERM SENTENCE DEPARTMENT OF Child remains with FINES Mandatory School
Judge may order a JUVENILE parents/guardians at Attendance or

stay in a Youth JUSTICE home. Probation Court may Completion;

Development Center For up to 2 years. Officer assigned to determine Community Service;

(YDC) for up to 90 DJJ has discretion supervise while in amount. Counseling; Suspension

days. on placement. community. or prohibit issuance of
driver’s license.

POST-DISPOSITION
A child has the right to appeal case.

The Court may extend DJJ custody for
up to two years.

Upon motion of DJJ and after a hearing
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